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Introduction to the Acharya

Shri Shankara Bhagavatpada established many Acharya Peeta-s in Bharata
and in the end He established the Acharya Peetam called Moolamnaya at
Kanchipuram as His moola sthanam. This is the kshetra where Devi Kamak-
shi known as Kamakoti resides eternally. As per the sayings “kalviyil karaiy-
ila kanchi” (Ta. “Kanchi of limitless learning”) and “nagareshu kanchi”, this
shone as a great city and abode of all vidya-s. This is why the Acharya Peetam
established by Him in this place is the Jagadguru Shankaracharya Shrimatam
Samsthanam known as the Shri Kanchi Kamakoti Moolamnaya Sarvajna Pee-
tam.

Of His shishya-s, Shri Bhagavatpada ordained Shri Sureshvara - who was
senior in age, had performed many yajna-s, and was experienced in admin-
istration of wordly activities - as the supervisor of all Peetam-s and to guide
the individual Peetadhipati-s of younger age in administrative matters. He
especially instructed Shri Sureshvara to take care of Shri Sarvajnatma who
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was the youngest of all and appointed as the uttaradhikari of His Moolam-
naya Peetam.

It is appropriate that Shri Sarvajnatma was named thus as Shri Bhaga-
vatpada had taken Him as shishya when He ascended the Sarvajna Peetam
at Kanchipuram. Let us do anusandhana of the verses of pramana texts re-
garding the charitra of this Shri Sarvajnatmendra Sarasvati Shricharana, and
some parts of texts composed by Him, and be the object of Guru Anugrahal
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In Shri Shankara Charitra pramana texts -
Shri Shankara Bhagavatpada is verily an avatara of Bhagavan Shiva. Never-
theless, only if He established by worldly standards that He is a sarvajna will
people believe more in His upadesha and thereby benefit. So Shri Bhagavat-
pada set forth to ascend the Sarvajna Peetam at Kanchipuram.
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A divine voice was then heard saying “O ascetic! Wouldn't it be appropriate
to debate with scholars in all vidya-s, win over all of them and ascend the
Sarvajna Peetam?” [Shri Bhagavatpada accepted this as only then would His
knowledge in all shastra-s be proven to the world.]
~ Chidvilasiya Shankara Vijayam
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Scholars accordingly invited came from all parts of Bharata. Shri Bhagavat-
pada won over them quickly without difficulty and ascended the Sarvajna
Peetam at Kanchipuram. May He give us the wealth of unique knowledge!
~ Jagadguru Ratna Mala composed by Shri Sadashiva Brahmendra
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At that occasion, scholars from the banks of the Tamraparni (in southern
Tamil Nadu) came. They “had seen the other shore” of the nectarine sea of
the six darshana-s, and also possessed good qualities. They came to ShriBha-
gavatpada, prostrated and debated in many ways asking “Dvaitam is truth,
how can you assert Advaitam”? To this Shri Bhagavatpada gave appropriate
answers from Shruti-Smriti-Purana-s. To those scholars who were fixated
that Ishvara, Jiva and the world were mutually different, He explained the
Advaita that everything is the single Paramatma. They also accepted that
and bowed with much devotion.
~ Chidvilasiya Shankara Vijaya
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Their leader was by name Vardhana. After he and those following him were
defeated, Shri Bhagavatpada again set out to ascend the Sarvajna Peetam as
nobody else was there to ask questions, and the Sarvajna status was proven.
At that time, the child of Vardhana, who had not completed seven years,
started to speak and held Shri Bhagavatpada in debate regarding the import
of the Veda-s.
~ Brihat Shankara Vijaya
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On the fourth day, the child was satisfied by Shri Bhagavatpada’s replies,
became silent and in the presence of his parents etc, asked for sannyasa. Shri
Bhagavatpada was very happy seeing him. Upon enquiry the father said “He
only drinks water from the age of six. He always says only Om. He does not
say anything else even if asked.”
~ Brihat Shankara Vijaya
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Shri Bhagavatpada found this (child) hailing from Brahmadesha to be the
appropriate uttaradhikari (for His Kamakoti Peetam) and gave him sannyasa
with the parents’ permission. He gave this child who earlier was called Ma-
hadeva the name of Sarvajnatmendra Sarasvati. Shri Bhagavatpada placed
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Him in His own (Kamakoti) Peetam.
~ Brihat Shankara Vijaya
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Shri Bhagavatpada, deciding to place Shri Sarvajna Muni in the (Kanchi) Shri
Sharada Matam (which is the abode of the Kamakoti Peetam), instructed Shri
Sureshvara - who was always along with out of deep devotion - to be with
Sarvajnatma (who was of very young age) and later teach His bhashya.
~ Keraliya Shankara Vijaya
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Then, with scholars prostrating one by one with much devotion, with
songs and instruments resounding, cries of Jaya Jaya reverberating, the
great Acharya Shri Bhagavatpada ascended the Sarvajna Peetam. A rain of
flowers fell then, and fragrant winds flowed.
~ Brihat Shankara Vijaya
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After 2625 years elapsed in Kali, appointing Shri Sureshvara to take care of
Shri Sarvajna Muni at the divine Kamakoti Peetam, discarding desires of the
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world, one day Shri Bhagavatpada sat near Kamakshi, left His body, and at-
tained the Supreme Goal which is difficult to attain by those fettered to the
body.

~ Pracheena Shankara Vijaya
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In pramana texts of Shri Kamakoti Peeta Parampara -

Heag— 00230
FER-8R SETE S0bSs SR8 KNS
PTia Sy -l 5Py R ~S0d G- 0ETHD A% |
B5-88 $- 0080 $HBaHE Hopod) oy 8o
SeEe80EBETY §-I50DBIrHere D500 BB o
(Shri Sarvajnatma) was born on the banks of the Tamraparni as the son of
one Vardhana. Even before he attained the age of seven, He received san-
nyasa from Shri Shankara who was pleased by his wisdom. At His (Shri Ka-
makoti) Peetam, at His (Shri Sharada) Matam, He was with Shri Sureshvara
for 70 years and then Himself reigned 42 years. [Thus His age at siddhi was
119.]
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Shri Brahmasvarupa had come to the Parampara of the Dvaraka Peetam by
(becoming the shishya and) serving the pada-padma (lotus-feet) of the dear
(shishya) of Shri Bhagavatpada, Shri Padmapada (who had decorated that
Peetam). (Shri Padmapada might have attained siddhi in the interim. Hence
as indicated in the Jagadguru Parampara Stava, Shri Brahmasvarupa must
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have come to Shri Sarvajnatma for vidyabhyasa. Thus) with Shri Brahmas-
varupa serving His feet with devotion, Shri Sarvajnatma Muni merged with
His (inner) light, indicating the Supreme Tattva by the chinmudra.
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He attained siddhi after 2737 years elapsed in Kali, on Nala year Vaishakha
Krishna Chaturdashi (BCE 365-Apr-20) near the kshetra Vedachala
(Tirukkazhukkunram). Many subtle points hidden in Shri Bhagavatpada’s
Advaita (Brahma) Sutra Bhashya have been clarified by His texts such as
Sankshepa Shariraka.
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Shri Sarvajnatma Guru only intook water. He was blemishless of character.
He made avaidika mata-s disappear. He (was spiritually evolved as to) see
a garland (normally giving pleasure) and a snake (that gives fear) as non-
different (as Brahman). May He dispel our bad thoughts!
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(Shri Sarvajnatma) observed the vow of only partaking of water. He subdued
those of avaidika mata-s upto Pragjyotishapura (at the borders of Bharat).
Even as a child He had the strength of tejas to stop the speed of the flow of
Shri Bhagavatpada’s speech.
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He expounded Advaita by texts such as Sankshepa Shariraka. He was the
scholar who taught bhashya with shanti to Shri Brahmasvarupa Acharya.
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He was known as Sarvajna Chandra all over the world. He was like Bhagavan
Shiva come to the Earth. I bow to that Shri Sarvajnatma Guru.
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The above pramana-s show that this Acharya composed many texts. Of that,
let us savour a part of the nectar of His speech in Sankshepa Shariraka. This
text expounds only the parts of Shri Bhagavatpada’s Brahma Sutra Bhashya
that relate to Nirguna Brahman (hence the name Sankshepa).
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At the beginning of the text in the first adhyaya, Shri Sarvajnatma Shricha-
rana beautifully pays respects with devotion to the core nirguna form of
Bhagavan Vishnu, Veda Mata who shows Him to us, Vighneshvara, then Shri
Vyasa, Shri Bhagavatpada and Shri Sureshvara who composed the three core
texts Sutra Bhashya and Vartika of Advaita Vedanta. Then He says that He
starts the text with Guru Anugraha.
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The svarupa of Shri Mahavishnu who protects the world is beyond the world.
I praise that with devotion. It is devoid of changes, that is of the properties
of 1) the world which has the differences of space, time and object, 2) the jiva
which has the impurities of the mind, punya papa-s and misery, 3) Ishvara

8



P8 o8 So8Y 2300 2300 S08Y

who is said to be in a high position. It permeates everything in the form of
Truth and Consciousness. [This summarises the meaning of the first sutra of
the Brahma Sutra-s.]
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Chaitanya, which is the sole cause of the (srishti sthiti samhara of the) world
and permeates it, shines above all! (However as it forgot its true nature) due
to ignorance, due to the differences of prapancha, jiva-s and Ishvara, the
limitlessness of Chaitanya was sullied. (Nevertheless as even that ignorance
is not true,) it is established in its natural greatness. [This summarises the
meaning of the second sutra of the Brahma Sutra-s.]
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The one who is inside and the one who is undestroyable (though we con-
sider them as jiva and Ishvara separately) are only one (Para Brahman). (By
knowing this, the nature of the jiva to experience) many changing (sukha
duhkha-s) as the fruit of the cause (of doing punya papa-s, and the nature
of Ishvara who appears to) be someone else elsewhere, disappear. The na-
ture (of this Para Brahman) is to itself shine inside, and be pure Conscious-
ness, unaffected and the final goal of Absolute Bliss. It is that which I always
worship. [This summarises the meaning of the fourth sutra of the Brahma

Sutra-s.]
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The Veda Vak was formed from Paramatma who appears as the world. It is
from this Vak that the world was formed. It is known from experience that
this Vak naturally has the capability of indicating all things in the world and
the capability of indicating the Supreme Being who became all. Its power is
unimaginable. I bow to that Veda Vak. [This summarises both meanings of
the third sutra of the Brahma Sutra-s.]
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The one who created the world took the form of Ganesha to do good to the
world. With His blessings, the efforts of even animals will bear fruit. Without
them, the methods and efforts of even Brahma will fail. Thus all kinds of
power are present limitlessly only with Him who rules the world. 1t is He
who shines above all!
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May Shri Vyasa who is like an ocean purify us. His detailed words are like
great waves. Knowing the Supreme Being correctly is like the shore at His
edge (as it is the goal to be reached). The working ways of His arguments
(shown for understanding the Veda) are like gems (found in the ocean).
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Only when Shri Shankara (taught by) speaking the Eternal (Vidya or) Saras-
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vati, Her name became meaningful. (That is) by cleansing the mud of confu-
sion due to incorrect arguments, (She came to have the “rasa” of content). I
bow to Him whose feet are fit to be worshipped.
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The dust from the feet of (our Vidya Guru) Shri Sureshvara shine with great-
ness in the world. They caused the masses of disciples to be liberated. Only
due to their contact did we attain that should be attained, and acquired blem-
ishless fame.
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Only by living near the Guru’s lotus feet, we attained even a small part of His
qualities. (This is as) even if fish are submerged in a large sea, they can only
take water in limited quantity.
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(Though 1 thus have limitations,) by the capability (gained) by living near
the feet of the Guru, and hindrances being obliterated by (His blessings of)
Narayana Smarana, I will joyfully compose the brief prakarana (text) with
the goal of knowing the content of the Shariraka (Vedanta) Shastra.

(el et Raie,
At the conclusion of the text in the fourth adhyaya, Shri Sarvajnatma
Shricharana describes the way in which a shishya who has received

11



P8 o8 So8Y 2300 2300 S08Y

upadesha from the Guru expresses his attainment of the unique goal of
Jivanmukti. Then He says that He composed the text by the blessings of Shri
Sureshvara, and concludes by praising Bhagavan Vishnu’s saguna form.
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Though (Paramatma who is) Purushottama is of the form of Consciousness
and He is inside (us), He is densely covered by ignorance. Like (pulling out)
a grass thread from a reed of rush, (by listening to and learning the con-
tent of the Veda and repeatedly listening) doing anusandhana by the mind, I
brought out and realized without doubt (that Paramatma) from the sheath,
variously manifested in the form of the (inner) karana (sharira) and (the
outer physical) karya (sharira, from the anandamaya kosha to the annamaya
kosha). (Then) where was, is or will be the sea of samsara’s misery? Where
did it go?! (To that extent there is no chance for it!)
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(After attaining such jnana, in the state of Jivan Mukti) I see all this world
separate (from me) as if a picture. (That is, I am not affected by it, because)
I am established in that limitless Being that is solely of the form of the in-
divisible Chaitanya. I realize myself as of the form of endless Bliss, and the
world as a burnt rope (that is, though visible in form, it is useless, so cannot

affect me).
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I also experience Advaita (that I am of the form of pure Chaitanya, clearly)
akin to a bilva fruit in my hand. I see my body like the skin shed by a snake
(which was earlier considered part of the self but now as not so). (As it is only
natural in the world that false silver is seen in a true shell,) it is acceptable
that it appears as if I am living in the body (which is false) but attain moksha
(due to true jnana).
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Oh! Dvaita hindered my Advaita (experience), but now the same Advaita
has hindered Dvaita (experience)! (But the difference is that) since Dvaita is
based on ignorance, its power to hide Advaita is not strong. However since
Advaita is based on knowledge, it will certainly remove Dvaita.
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It now surprises me how earlier Dvaita could appear to me, when the bright-
ness of Chaitanya that removes all inauspiciousness is present permanently!
Didn’t these Vedanta vakya-s exist before, that Dvaita could form due to the
darkness (of ignorance in the lack of the illumination given by them)? (If
it is said that though the Vedanta vakya-s existed, their meaning was not
known and so Dvaita appeared, it is again surprising that the meaning was
not realized!)
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(O Guru! The reason that the Vedanta vakya-s were not understood) is the
lack of resorting to your lotus feet! Due to that even the true Paramatma
became as if false (was not seen). Now however due to resorting to your
lotus feet, (I realize that in fact) the perception of Dvaita did not exist even
before, does not exist now and will not exist afterwards!
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(O Guru!) Since you, carried away by benevolence, are set out to remove my
disease of Samsara which cannot be easily treated, I will wear the dust of
your lotus feet on my head and worship you till my body falls!
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The excellent of the silent ones named Sarvajnatma, whose soul is clear by
the contact of the dust of the lotus feet of Shri Sureshvara, composed this
“Sankshepa Shariraka” to develop the intellect of good people, at a time
when Manukula Aditya, a king of Kshatriya lineage and unchallenged au-
thority, ruled the Earth. [Recall that Shri Sarvajnatma had continuously ob-
served silence until coming to the sannidhi of Shri Bhagavatpada.]
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Prostration to (Shriman Narayana) who lies on the lap of a snake (Adishe-
sha), who travels on the back of a bird (Garuda), who destroyed the body of
(an asura named Keshi in the form of) a horse, and who bears the part of a
chariot (Chakra). [The Yoga Nidra to protect devotees is described by the
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first adjective, and the aspect of protecting devotees by the other three.]
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