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Syamantaka Upakhyanam
The upakhyanas or short stories in our puranas, teach us dharma and ad-

harma. They also instruct us about many traditional practices that have come

down through the ages and guide people in the path of good.
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Due to the curse of Ganesha on Chandra, seeing the Moon on Shukla

Chaturthi, and in particular Bhadrapada Shukla Chaturthi known as Ganesha
To expiate this, Maharshi Narada instructed Shri Krishna to observe vrata
Parayanam of Syamantaka Upakhyanam of Vinayaka Chaturthi will remove

and worship Shri Ganesha on Ganesha Chaturthi. He did accordingly and thus the
There is pramanam that parayanam of this upakhyana will expiate this dosh

Moon that way that Shri Krishna was wrongfully accused of usurping (taking

away) the Syamantaka jewel.
blemish was removed. This was a divine sport that was enacted by Maya Krishna

Chaturthi results in false accusations for a year. It is because of having seen the
Himself to illustrate this dharma.

There is also a sampradaya to at least chant one particular sloka from this.

ST -ST

®©T BT 30%FT

ale o Mo o o do Mo o Mo do o o fo Mo e do do Mo e Ho Mo Mo e Mo Mo Mo e Mo Mo Mo e Mo Mo Mo e So Mo Mo e So Ne o He o Mo Mo He So Mo Ho He o Mo Ho Ho do He Mo He Mo He Mo Mo Mo Ho Mo Mo Mo Ho Mo o
HHE6H6H6HH8HBHBHBHBHBHBHHBHEHBHBHBHEHBHBHBBHBHBHEDEHEHEHBBBBEHBBHBHHEHHH



http://vdspsabha.org

®3 BT 30FT RO WOD J03T

false accusations that may have been accrued without us knowing them and yields
all auspiciousness.

This is understood from Shrimad Bhagavatam, Vishnu Puranam, Ganesha Pu-
ranam, Mudgala Puranam and the extracts from Skanda Purana quoted in Vrata
texts. This has also been expounded in a simple manner by Shri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetadhipati Shri Chandrashekharendra Sarasvati Shricharana in the fourth part
of the Dheivathin Kural in the article “Gananatha worshipped by Krishna”.

On the auspicious day of Ganesha Chaturthi, Ganesha must be worshipped
with durva grass, various leaves and flowers. The Moon should not be seen on
that day. Parayanam of Syamantakopakhyanam must be done and the story must
be thought over.

Further, it is said that parayanam can be done whenever the mind is dis-
tressed.

Accordingly, let us do anushthana as per the path shown by Shri Kanchi Ka-
makoti Mulamnaya Sarvajna Pithadipati Jagadguru Shankaracharya Swamigal and
attain all auspiciousness.
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The lion killed Prasena and was itself killed by Jambavan. Lovely child! Do not cry. This

Syamantaka is yours.
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