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In the month of Asadha on the paurnami (Full Moon) day falls Vyasa

Puja, which the pithadhipatis and other sannyasis observe devotedly.
All three traditions, (viz. the Advaita, the ViSistadvaita and Dvaita)

worship Bhagavan Vyasa on this holy day. Bhagavan Vyasa compiled

the massive Vedas into four parts: Rk, Yajur, Sama & Atharva. As the
ninterrupted.

Sumantu, with each of these Vedas, respectively. From these first disciples
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He is, therefore, acclaimed as Veda Vyasa. He is also known by another
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name, Krsnadvaipayana. In the Adi parva of our great epic Mahabharata the
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order in which his name is derived is explained:
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Apart from compiling the Vedas, Vyasa also authored the monumen-
tal itihasa, Mahabharata, which is acclaimed as the fifth Veda. And, the
eighteen puranas too came from him! For all the sanatana adherents, the
ultimate pramana is the Brahmasiitram and the devotion-drenched Srimad
Bhagavatam - these two great works also owe their authorship to Bhagavan
Vyasa.
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Puranas say that for each & every yuga, there is a Vyasa taking birth as
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an Adhikarika Purusa, who is invested with the power and duty of collating
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the Vedas and related texts in a way appropriate to the people in that Yuga.

In Dvapara Yuga, Vyasa’s name was Apantaratamas and He took the form
[N o o (N o

of Krsnadvaipayana: “HIAGQIIhIH AI(d: HMURNHIUINH” - so says

Bhagavatpada Adi Sarikara in his commentary on Badarayana Sitra.

Some recent researchers hold the view that Badarayana is different
from Vyasa, which is not correct, and this goes against the traditional
view. Vyasa has also the name of Parasarya - son of Maharsi Parasara.

Veda declares this as: o é\ldl‘q HH: ql'{lflﬁi Brahma Sutram, also
known as Bhiksu Stitram was also authored by Vyasa - so records Maharsi
Pénini:“qmlﬁw ﬁqwi” Therefore, all these names:
Parasarya, Badarayana, Vedavyasa, Krsnadvaipayana, Satyavatisuta
describe one and the same person.
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Even the reputation of Bharata as a nation is intertwined with Vyasa’s
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name. In the guru tradition of Vedanta upades$a, Vyasa occupies an impor-
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tant position. In our Advaita tradition too, with Bhagavan Narayana and up
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to our Acharyas, Vyasa & his son, Suka are placed in the middle.
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Now in the month of Asadha, the rainy season begins, with countless
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small creatures moving here and there. All sannyasis in our country, there-
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fore traditionally stay put at a place in order not to cause any harm to any
living being, and observe the vow of chaturmasya. At the beginning of that,
on Asadha Purnima, they do puja unto Vyasa. Thus Asadha Plrnima is also
knows as Vyasa Piirnima.
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But not only to sannyasis, Bhagavan Vyasa has done immense contribu-
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tion to the entire Bharata Desha, nay the world. Thus it is the bounden duty
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of all of us to offer our worship to him in an appropriate manner.
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On the day of Vyasa Piirnima, one should do avahana in an image of
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Vyasa, or a book of the Veda that Vyasacharya classified, or a book of a
purana that He wrote or Bhagavad Gita he compiled, or by kalasasthapana
and then perform puja unto Him. This puja should happen in every home
and all men and women should participate. If this is done, the world will
prosper, there will be rains at the appropriate time, good progeny will en-
sue and diseases will subside.

Not only that, since Vyasa Piirnima is considered as Guru Plrnima in
general, we should remember all Acharyas in our Guru Parampara. There
are stotras for that also. Therefore, this simple puja paddhati is being pub-

lished.

(The article and namavali were compiled from the issue published 60
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years back, last Sarvari year 1960 Kataka (Aadi) month issue, in the Sri-
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matham publication Kamakoti Pradipam, and Brahmasri Srivatsa Somadeva
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